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WEDNESDAY EVENING, AUGUNT 13, 1902.

SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTER.

*“Orster’’ Brady, Hugh Delaney and a gang of Bowery boys are
@ a taproom known as ‘‘The Tub.'" Brady is outwardly a
trpleal Bowery habitue. Delaney s better sducated. They sug-
@ent the formation of a club and are proceeding 1o business when
the ery of a woman In distress reachea them from the street.

rush out to the rescue
in named Neilie O'Day. While Brady thrashes a
ome, The two

man who had Insulted her Delaney takes her h
:rﬂllh rivals for her love. Brady challenges Delaney to fight
—e

der.
CHAPTER IIL.

The Brewing of the Trouble.

In view of the fact that the fight was to be for a
purse, it might be sald that both rivals displayed
to0 much commercialism in this affair of the heart.
But to conelder the event a money-making scheme
was very far from their minds.

The purse was merely one of the usual adjuncts
of such happenings. True, It was not Intended to be
& demonstration of the many beauties of the manly
art of self defence, yet, as both were proficlent in
the science, it was accepted as a mmatter of course
that everything would be managed in the customary
way. This included seconds, referee and other es-
sentials, and all th!s could not be had for the asking
—this knowledge, lke many others, not being free
and gratultuous; and as both Brady and Delaney
bhad not the money to spare for these necessities, the
purse was absolutely obligatory.

Besldes, as the fight was to clear the way to the
lady's heart at the expense of the loser, the winnear
could find good use for his share of the purse in
accelerating matters to such a happy ending that
future battles would not have to be fought on the
fleld of strife.

There are some who say that the fighting does not
always end with the wedding, and that even man
and wlife sometimes—oh, but that is a song with a
different refrain,

One, whose relation to it all we have entirely
neglected, is the stake—the girl.

In the days of knights and fair ladyes it was the
proper caper to scrap with one another before an
arena full of people to win the damosel. Their
battles were not as mild as ours. They were in-
variably to the finlsh and governed by no other rules

By OWEN KIbDARE.

bals, would give the knight either a rose or ribbon
and the permission to .ecome her champlon, which
meant that no mgtter what trouble she would get
herself into, 1t would be his duty to get her out.

A good deal of all this Is left to ue yet, and, though
they may deny it, no gir] hates to become the centre
point betwecen two flery rival~ And it is not amiss
that it should be so!

You know, when speaking of girls I only mean
those of mine own people whom I can understand;
girls who are flesh and blood and who owe thpir
dazzling prettiness to nature and not to art.

But even In soclety—this, ot course, I have only
from hearsay—they have the same spirit crop out In
a different way. There men go into Wall street and
either make barrels of money or go broke in the en-
deavor to find favor with the lady, or they go in for
honors in this or that fleld of endeavor.

Shorn of all its trimmings, the thing is the same
In all spheres and circles. Given the right girl, men
will kill each pther, bacome heroes, saints or rascals,
as ever the case may be.

Nellie O'Daie was a girl worth striving for, but it
Is doubtful if she would have consented to the con-
test. As It was, she was left entirely In ignorance
concerning it until it was all over—and then things
always are so different.

Bowery ethics were responsible for this, for both
men, without mentioning {t, understood that nelther
was to take unfalr advantage or to solicit the interest
of the girl.

There was no fear of |t coming to her from other
sources, as the matter was kept quiet and was only
known to the select few who had received the tip
and who were willing to contribute to the purse,

There were many detalls connected with {t, and
Brady, whose happy hunting-ground for ycars had
been the district In which Nellie resided, ofien found
nimself in her neighborhood 2an errands of Lusiness to
the sports and saloon-keepers.

He had not called at her house sincs the eventful
meeting on the ‘“music evening,” and .e longed with
all his heart to get sight of her bsfore facing his
enemy, Hughy Delaney,

“1f 1 could only onct zee that beautifu! little face o’
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nantly. ‘‘You should not speak like that. I am sure
that Yoth my mother and 1 have never given you
cauge to think that you were not welcome, It hurts

tunate Incldent in Bayard street and nutuully"—‘
here the girl made an Imperceptible pause—'we be-
came better acquainted, as you during all that time
nevar came to the house, and was only met by me
occasionally on the streect. And, furthermore, even
did 1 want to call you by your first name, It would be
imposaiole for me to do so, as 1 do not know it."

“Oh, my name s Frank; but listen, Nellle. All|
this sounds very nice and I always llke to hear you!
talk with that nice voice o' vourn, but it's too thin. |
I've been doing a lot o' thinking lately, and 1 belleve |
that If you knew me twice as long as you know him |
you wouldn't call me Frank or think as much o' me |
as you do o' him.”

The girl was stunned by the directness of his utter-
ance

me to have you say anything llke that Mr. Brady."

“You have no right to talk that way to me, Mr.

KNOCKING AT NELLIE O'DALE’'S HEART.

| lttle of your love. Nellle, tell me, can't I have your

know I ain't got the gift o' gab and the fine manners,
but, Nellla—and you know M-—there ain't no man In
this world who loves you more'n I do. From the very
first night when I raw you In Bayard street I had
your plcture in my mind and heart, and I've been
praying every day since that you might give me a

love?"

The girl permitted him to take hold of her hand,
but did not answer.

“Or at least answer me this question’™ urged
Brady. "Do I stand the same chance as Hughy
Delaney ?*

She angrily tore her hand away.

“It seems to me you cannot talk without drawing
Hughy Delaney's name Into It Your question Is
absurd, und you should learn from Mr. Delaney
how to mind your own business.'

“Oh, that's the way the wind blows,”” murmured
Braay, comprehending the situation; “well, you don't
have to drive It Into my head with a club for me to
underatand It. But, Nellle, don't you think for a
moment that I'm the kind of a blood to give you up
11k=2 that, and maybe a day'll come when you'll change
vour mind. As for Mr. Delaney, I think I'll eind
gome o' his bdbusiness for him befors long. B8o long,
Nellle O'Dale You're the finest girl in all New York,
cven if you did give me the walking papers.'
Nellle gazed after him and, a deep sympathy stir-
ring in her heart, called him.

“Mr. Brady! Mr. Brady—Frank!
please, I want to tell you something."'
Brady, In apite of his misery, felt a glow of satis-
faction at belng called by his ‘“front name,” and
hastcned back,

“l don't want you to leave thinking me an In-l
considerate and ungrateful girl,” conclliated Nellle. ]
“I shall never forget how brave you were in my
bohalf, but there are always sae things that can-
not be helped. Let us be friends, and T wish T could
do something to show you how highly 1 appreciate
you. Is there anything I can do?"'

Brady reflected for & moment. ]

“"Yes—vyee, there s something. Promise me that
{f the—no, I mean, if the unexpocted should happen
and I should get—gen! I almost put me foot In It that
time—no, what 1 thean Is this: promise me that T'I!
be the first one you tell it to when Hughy pops the
quastion, will you?"

“Oh, what a =illy thing!
Mr. Delanev and I"—
“I don’t do nothing of the kind. T understand, all
right, all rvight. Wil you promise to let me know
as soon as Hughy proposes—whether you take him |
or not?’

Brady finlshed rather |amely.

“Oh, if 1t will make you bhetter satisfied, yes, I prom-
ise,” and after shaking haads they parted, not toi

Come back,

You misunderstand how

i heathen Chinee for

| commiseration,

yours any harm.”

BUN In spite of his phflosophical way eu&n
the condition, Brady was far from being In an amiable
frame of mind when he arrived at the sporting house
ot Barney IMlynn, the King of the Bowery, whose
headquarters were on the very edge of Chinatown,

To make matters worse, Hughy Delaney, also on
business, was at the place, and it required all of the
Bowery King's urbanity and diplomaey to prevent an
encounter.

It was a wondrous royal palace, and yet many
crowned kings do not exercise the yndisputed sway of
this majesty of the Bowery,

The long bar was crowded with men who bore upes
them the stamp of thelr calling. Nine-tenths of them
were longshoremen or men working In some capacity
along the river front. Faclng them and hanging op-
posite the bar was the portrait of a man shrewd of
face and arraved in a stunning “front," who almost
seemed to mock them. It was the picture of the only
Chuck Conaors

From the back room, where many were sitting
around the tables, too tired to take thelr liberal po-
tiona standing at the bar, came the gquaint old ditties
and come-all-ye's dear to the hearts of those who love
the shamrack, played with perfect rhythm and into-
nation on a flute, which was relleved at intervals by
an equally skilful fiddler.

But the aristocracy of the royal court did not mingle
with the others tn-nizht, and the King, with Brady,
Delaney, Chuck Connors and a few more courtiers,
was holding court on the sldewalk right beside the
very usefu! |ittle side door

It was just about the hour of evening when the
many representatives of our clvilization make thelr
Instructive excursions into the den-world of the
purposes of study.

And such a study!

Three dark, dim blocks, only lizhted here and there
by the faint illumination of some Chinese restaurant
or store. The street aaa sidewalk thronged with pig-
talled figures who can parely conceal their contempt
for these white Invaders who come to feast their eyes
on scenes which, here loathsome, there stirring you
to the marrow with misery, are never uplifting, cheer-
Ing nor protitable,

And what share is given to those quiet ones who,
wrapped in thelr ghawls, stare at you from doorway
or window with dreamy, unseeing eyve? A glance of
a passing word of pity, perhaps, but

that Is all,

But (he chink does not object to your coming.
You are “easy" when you set out to have a *‘good
time," and acre, in these appropriate surroundings,
he will gladly help you to have it.

The King and his court were idly watching the
gaping crowds turn Into Pell street.

Chuck Connors waa relating the latest farce, which
haad been played for the delectation of some swell
literary folks and which was certain to find its way
into print as one of those *‘delightfully, realistiec bits
of slum-life described by a masterly pen.”

“Speaking of swells,” eald Barney, after the laugh
at the expenre of tae literary experts had been en-
Joyed, “that puts me In mind that a bunch of them
Is going to be down to-night to arrange to come te
that little scrap of Brady's and Delaney's. You fel-
lows want to stay around so that I can introduce you,
and besides, they might want to see the real thine
in Bowery style, and we have to fake up something

than the all-important one: ‘Do your opponent, and | hern and hear her talk the way ehe does, I'd make meet again for a long time.
do him good." Hughy look like a bursted firecracker after the Fourth Swayed by many emotions, Brady made his way | for them, or else they might think those friends of
What did she do while they were executing frantic| of July." to the Bowery, still having to transact business con- | thelrs who have been writlng about us people, have
manoeuvres to get at each other in spite of_all the| When least expecting It, his wish was gratified. nected with the fight. I had pipe dreams In one of the bunks down the street.”
tinware hanging about them? Did she falnt, or cry| Hurrying through Mott street one night he almost “I'm hanged If T know what I'm going to fight for ! The information was recelved with great apprecias
for mother, or rush in between the two gallants? ) colilded with her. now,” he sollloquized. *“She's as much as told me tlon, and a general outline of action was prepared.
History—at least as much of it as 1 know—answers “‘Hello, Mr. Brady, what is your hurry? You are ‘DO I STAND THE SAME CHANCE AS HUGHEY DELANEY?”" PLEADED BRADY. how the land lays, and if T lick him I suppose she'll Delaney had been in his usual high spirits throughs
to this: *“Not on your life.” She sat in her private | getting to be quite a stranger. You ought to know be sorer than ever on me for spoiling his beauty, and out the eveaing, but Brady, unable to forget his inter-
box, watching every move, and as soon as one had | that mother and I are always glad to see you. You| *See, there it is again. Didn't I tell you? I—I'm | Brady. I'm not answerable to you. But {f you really {my chances to win herll be very much on the View with Nellie 0'Dale, had given himself up to
conquered—and even while the other fellow would ( must call soon.’ always ‘Mr. Brady, and he—why it's nothing but | wanted to make yourself more agreeatie than Hughy | fritser. 1 wonder if she would change her mind it brooding and was wrought up to a dangerous pltch.
be squirming in the sand wishing to be rid of some ‘Oh, that's all right, and much obliged,” stammered | Hughy here and Hughy there. If I'm as good as him'| —I mean, Mr. Delaney—ou are surely not going the there's a mood purse and I show her all the money This was especinlly unfortunate at tae time, as
of his iron clothing, which must be awfully in-| Brady, now having the opportunity and not knowing | why don't you call me by my front name?’ right way about it. I have to go upstairs, mother |T won? No—no! that girl ain't like that. And if she the next five minutes had that In store for him
convenient when one is after having a shaft driven | how to profit by It. *“You know I don't like to o no | Neilie O'Dale did not know whether to laugh or get | is''— was I don't think I'4 care to have her. No, Nellle which, by his hasty impulse, plunged him into aa
through the sgpot where appendicitis causes so much! place w)lere I don't know whether I'll be welcome or | angry. ‘*Nellle, Nellle, don't throw me down llke that,” |girl, you're all right and you aln't married yet; and action which was followed by the most serious come
havoc In our days—she would rise, ben. over tholnu!. and''— “Why, that would hardly be fair. You see Hughy | pleaded Brady, "I'm crazy from the very love o' you, |even if T can't win you now by fighting for you, sequences.
valustrade and, to the fanfare of trumpets and cym-| “I am surprised at you,” exclaimed Nellle, indig- ' Delaney called quite frequently after the unfor- and I know I'm saying things I should not. You|I guess a good licking won't do that blond friend o (To Be Continued.)
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